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RemindeFr Impetus for the Project:

This plan is an operational initiative in the 2035 Strategic Plan and an outgrowth of
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comprehensive planPrioritizing the protection of natural lands and open spaces was
the most highly ranked and supported objective across all three rounds of communit
engagement. This process will creatBlaural and Cultural Assets Pldaa meet this
comprehensive plan action:

ENV Goal Continue to improve the high level of environmental quality in James City
County and protectrural and sensitive lands and waterwaysthat support

the resiliency of our natural systems for the benefit of current and future
generations.

Strategy ENV 3Protect and conserve environmentally sensitive areas, and work to
maintain or promote the ecosystem services provided by all natural areas.

Action ENV 3.1 Maintain and promote biological and habitat diversity, ecosystem
services, and habitat connectivity by protecting wildlife and riparian corridors
between watersheds, sutvatersheds, catchments, and tidal and nontidal wetlands,
and by developing and implementing a green infrastructure plan.




This presentatiog a mini training

Examples of how mapping may
iInform planningg quick
demonstration from other places.

We will get to this for James City
County in the opportunity stage!

We are not at the stage of )
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Creating a natural assets network planning requires
thinking about how to connect the landscape.

| t 6s about ¢
landscape!

Not just key habitat
patches but how we 5
connect them! . corriDOR WY

The more connected the
landscape, the more
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Reminder- Six Steps for Natural
Asset Planning

1) Set Your GoalsVhat does your community/organization value? are using your goals from the recent comprehensive
planning processg but we will also create some implementation steps in Step 5 to implement this plan, once we have cometsd a:
and risk mapping.

2) Review Datag What do we know or need to know, to map identified valueg?have collected data from the county and
created some NEW data using the land cover data and new LIDAR we created/obtained for this project.
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Step Two.-- We are at this stage now!

4) Risk AssessmemtWhat assets are most at risk and what could be lost if no action is taken? This comes next afte
have completed our assets and know what are assets are.

5) Rank Your Assets and Determine OpportunitieBased on those assets and risks you have identified, which ones
should be restored or improved?

6) Implement Opportunitiesg Include natural asset maps in both daily and leagge planning (park planning, comp
plans, tourism and economic development, seeking easements etc)



What are Natural Assets?
Why do we need to evaluate them?

Planning to conserve natural landscapes helps support recreation, cultural and
heritage values. It also protects drinking water and makes a community more
resilient to changing climates. These natural resources are assets for our county!



